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100th Anniversary: A Birdôs Eye View          By: Shirley Robarge 
 

 100 years. More than a lifetime for almost all of us. A lifetime of service to the Wauwatosa community. A 

lifetime of parishioners caring for this place and seeing that it continues to flourish and grow in spirit.  For some,  

spanning over 4 generations of your family. WOW! When you put it in prospective, it really is a huge 

achievement for our parish! 

 Like any highly anticipated event in your immediate family, St. Bernard planned for our anniversary in the 

same way,  starting with selecting dates for the celebration, contacting the Archbishop,  planning events, 

cookbook, creating a  history book, invitations, picture taking and the lunch reception to name a few. 

 Working in the parish office, Iôve had a birdôs eye view on what it took to pull off an event of this grand 

proportion. I lost count on the number of times the history book committee met to be able to put together the 

splendid book! I donôt know how many questions were asked of me to make sure all details were taken care of. 

This event truly showed the dedication and  time and talent that we have from parishioners in this parish. So many 

parishioners had a part in making the 100th anniversary very special. I feel safe saying that well over 100 

parishioners had some part in making this event happen in such a grand fashion! Thank you, thank you, thank 

you! 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Priests present for our 100th Anniversary Mass 

L to R- Father John Hetzner, Father Mel Giuffre, Father Norman Schwartz, 

Archbishop Jerome Listecki, Father Peter Drenzek,  

Father Bob Marsicek,  Father Joseph Frederick 



PAGE  2                                                                                                                      ST. BERNARD MESSENGER JULY 2011 

 

 

 

  Financially Weyerôd 
     By Dean Weyer, Director of Administrative Services 

 St. Bernard Parish is a strong, vibrant and faith filled community following itôs mission statement to 

provide the people of God with the pastoral care and spiritual nourishment they need to proclaim the Good News 

of Christ in their lives and to the world.  We are part of Godôs creation, which is in constant change.  Change can 

be good and bad, joyful and painful, sometimes slow and sometimes sudden.  We as parish have not been immune 

from change. 
 

 Changes have impacted the Catholic Church across America and in the Milwaukee area.  The number of 

priests available to lead local parishes has steadily declined.  Low enrollment has caused many Catholic schools to 

close or consolidate.  The sexual abuse controversy has impacted the financial stability of the Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee like others across the country. 
 

 As we celebrate our 100th anniversary, a significant change awaits us: a new pastor.  While we look 

forward to Fr. Michael Barrett, we will surely miss Fr. Peter and his pastoral leadership.  
 

 St. Bernard has struggled with budget deficits for the past 10 years.  Expenses are carefully managed and 

normally remain well within budget limits.  Yet, despite passing balanced budgets, revenue projections continue to 

fall short.  This will be true for the fiscal year that ends on July 1, 2011.  Revenue shortfalls continue in multiple 

areas.  Envelope collections have remained relatively unchanged for the last eight years, despite the rising 

administrative costs to run our parish.  School enrollment and fundraising efforts have not met necessary and 

projected revenue targets.   
 

 The closing of the school at St. Bernard and the opening of the Wauwatosa Catholic School (WCS) is a 

very visible change that we have faced.  This change did not happen overnight.  Last year the leaders of St. Pius X 

and St. Bernard reached a unanimous decision that both schools were not economically sustainable in their current 

structure.   Our Parish Council reached a consensus that the best interests of our school age children required a 

new approach.  A consultant was hired to work with parents and leaders of both parishes.  The decision was made 

to enter into a joint venture with St. Pius X to create a new school.  This was not a merger in the true sense of the 

word because it was more than grafting two parish schools into one.  A ñFuturing Teamò made the commitment to 

form a totally new school, one that would be the best possible. 
 

 There were many hurdles along the way.  A committee of parishioners and building experts recommended 

that St. Bernard offered a slightly better option as the initial location for Wauwatosa Catholic.  This was based on 

several factors including the lack of asbestos, handicap accessibility and recently updated offices, lobby and 

entrance.  The decision was made to open Wauwatosa Catholic at St. Bernard with the vision of expanding to St. 

Pius X as the school grows. 
 

 The selection of the principal and teachers was not limited to existing staff.  The pastors made the decision 

early on that the interview process would be open to find the best principal and teachers possible.  Our parishes 

were fortunate to have the unique opportunity to hire Julia DôAmato, a highly respected and credentialed 

administrator with experience in developing an International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum.  Mrs. DôAmato was 

given the authority to put together the teaching staff that she needed to create a new school that would become an 

IB grade school. The staffing decisions were very challenging for parents and existing staff.  Itôs difficult to say 

good-bye to those that have served the children of St. Bernard so well, but we are excited to meet new teachers 

and new families that will join in this endeavor.                                                                                       
  

 The opening of Wauwatosa Catholic makes educational sense and good financial sense for us.  St. Bernard 

and St. Pius X will each contribute an equal subsidy ($80,000) to the budget of WCS.  For us this is a reduction in 

school expenses by over 100%.  In addition WCS will pay St. Bernard a rent figure to help offset the utility costs.   

             Contôd on page 10 
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Calendar of Events 
JULY  

 4ï Parish Office Closed 
 9-10-Welcome for Fr. Mike after all Masses  Griffey 

13-Stewardship Committee 7 pm  Clairvaux Den 

16-17-Human Concerns collection weekend  
  

AUGUST 
 3-P & W Committee 7 pm Clairvaux Den 

 7-First Sunday Coffee after Masses vestibule 

10-Stewardship Committee 7 pm Clairvaux Den 

16-Parish Council 7 pm Clairvaux Hall 

20-21 Human Concerns collection weekend         

 

SEPTEMBER 
  1-Wauwatosa Catholic School Starts 

  4-First Sunday Coffee after Masses vestibule 

  6-Lifelong Faith Formation 7 pm Clairvaux Hall 

  7-P & W Committee 7:00 pm Clairvaux Den Hall 

14ïStewardship Committee 7 pm PC Room 

16-Human Concerns 11 am Parish Conference Room 

19-Religious Ed classes start 6:30 School 

20-Parish Council 7 pm Griffey Center 

 

      

 

 

    

       
 

 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:  
 

www.stbernardparish.org 
 

-parish/school calendars  

-upcoming events 

-committee information 

 

 

Messenger Articles 
 

Have something you would like to have put into the 

Messenger? Please send via email to : 

srobarge@stbernardparish.org (preferred), mail or drop 

off to the parish office at 7474 Harwood Avenue. 

100th Anniversary History Book 
 

Have you picked yours up from the back vestibule of 

church yet? If not, please pick up this next weekend, 

after that they will be available in the parish office 

during business hours. We will not be mailing these 

out. Extra books are available for $10 in the parish 

office. Please call Claudia in the parish office, 414-258

-4320 with any questions. 

 

100th Anniversary Cookbooks  
 

We still have some of the great recipe 

(and history) filled books left. Also 

available at the parish office. 
 

$15.00 each or 3 for $40.00   

 

 

As of going to print, 81 parishioner families have 

given $11,550 in the 100th Anniversary blue enve-

lopes. Thank you to those who have been so generous! 

 

 

Pastoral Staff Changes 
We are excited to announce the 

addition of Claudia Couchene to 

our parish staff. Claudia joined us 

in early May, and has taken on the 

role of Parish Secretary.  Welcome 

Claudia! 

 

Shirley Robarge has  moved from the 

front office to the finance office. You 

can find her in the space behind Dean 

Weyer. Her new job title is Admin/

Operations Assistant. She will be con-

tinuing her duties with stewardship,  The 

Messenger,  facility calendaring, web-

site management. and taking on some new challenges. 

Her extension is now 103.  

 

Father Peter Drenzek, who is 

officially a retired priest. Father 

Peteôs last Mass was on Sunday 

June 26, 2011. Thank you for 

your 13 years  at St. Bernard! 

We will miss you! May your 

retirement bring you great joy! 

Father Michael Barrett , 

whose  first Mass at St. 

Bernard was offered on  

Tuesday June 28th.  Wel-

come Father Mike! Please 

watch for a feature article 

on Father Mike in the 

September issue of the 

Messenger.  
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Our School News  William Strube, Principal 

 

 

Aloha St. Bernardé 
 

Aloha means hello and it also means goodbye. In 1919, St. Bernard Parish School 

opened its doors for the first time under the direction of the Dominican sisters. The first 

class was graduated in 1924. For over ninety years children have been attending St. 

Bernard Parish School, now that era has come to a close. Our last class graduated on June 

3, 2011. ñAlohaò was the theme for our last school year. We started the first day of school last August by 

welcoming our students with ñAloha St. Bernardò and by placing a ñleiò around each childôs neck. We gathered 

the children in the gym, shared our theme, and gave them just one lesson to learn for the yearé ñLove One 

Anotherò. Throughout the year, we celebrated our St. Bernard Parish School every month with special events and 

marking each decade of our existence. 
 

On behalf of the Dominican sisters who started it all and the sisters, lay teachers, secretaries, and 

principals who followed I bid to each and every one of you a very special thank you for the togetherness and 

friendships we have shared, thank you for everyone who has supported what we have done, thank you for the 

parents, the volunteers, and especially all the wonderful children who have passed through our doors, and thank 

you Lord for St. Bernard Parish School where we have had the pleasure and honor to serve. 
 

As we go our separate ways remember that each of us was a part of something special. Always remember 

and cherish the fond memories of our time at St. Bernard. Always remember our Lordôs greatest commandmenté 

ñLove One Anotheròé for if we do this, we truly have fulfilled the mission of our school and the spirit of St. 

Bernard Parish School will live on in each of us. 

 

ñALOHA ST. BERNARDò 
 

William Strube 

Principal 

St. Bernard Parish School 

Congratulation St. Bernard School  

Class of 2011 

Elizabeth Desch Claire Lambrecht Adam Klemstein Isabella Villagomez 
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Religious Education: Heatherôs Heavenly 

 

 Ahhé.. the warm days of June have finally arrived and I find myself reflecting on 

the warm memories of the past year. This year had lots of happenings and new happen-

ings as well. It was wonderful to have just about two teachers for every grade in religious 

education for that extra support again this year. New parents have heard the call to teach 

and have been added to the great RE Ed team. 

 As for events we had our Avon fundraiser that again was successful and helped to 

keep the fees down. Children participated in various service projects in both Advent and 

Lent. During Advent we collected Toys for Tots along with the school. During Lent each 

class picked a local charity for which they collected items for, some chosen were: Childrenôs Hospital, Humane 

Society, troops in Afghanistan, Guest House, and blankets for newly adopted children. And of course we rounded 

out the year on an exciting note with Vacation Bible School!  

 

I wish you and your family many blessings for a fun yet peaceful  

summer holiday! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Heather Lukaszewski 

 

Catechists for Religious Education 

2011 
 

Kindergarten: Rita Domenech and Debbie Weyer  

First Grade: Kathy Fisher and Brenda King 

Second Grade: Mary Jo Butler and Kevin Butler  

Third Grade: Marge Michel and Lisa Roter  

Fourth Grade: Rob Rettler and Allison Romens   

Fifth Grade: Rachel Mosey and Marines Fonseca  

Sixth Grade: Kristi Haanstad and Theresa Schumann   

Seventh Grade: Mary Jo Sievers 

Eighth Grade: Steve Sievers  
 

Thank you all for making a difference in the faith forma-

Sandwiching  

Making 

For  

Shelters 

 

Blankets for  

newly adopted 

children 


